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the Sultan, but even agreed to pay him an annual tribute
of thirty thousand ducats.

From that hour the two States entered upon a career
of perpetual friction. When not actually at war, they
were engaged in preparing for war ; and the mutual ani-
mosity was kept fresh by constant raids along the whole
frontier. They did not even pretend to look upon their
periodical treaties of peace as anything but precarious
armistices, concluded for limited periods and to be torn
up the instant either side felt ready to resume the offen-
sive.

In 1547 Ferdinand appointed Malvezzy to be his Resi-
dent at Constantinople ; but while this envoy complained
to the Porte of Turkish incursions into Hungary, the
Porte had reason to complain of Austrian intrigues in
Transylvania. The ambassador emphatically contra-
dicted these rumours and lulled the Turks' suspicions till
his master threw off the mask and openly seized Transyl-
vania. Thereupon Malvezzy was thrown into the Seven
Towers, and remained there for nearly two years, when
three new ambassadors arrived to negotiate peace (1553).
On his return home he succumbed to a disease which he
had contracted whilst in prison and which, as he was not
allowed to procure medical assistance, had become mortal.

The new ambassadors had anything but a pleasant
time. The Grand Signor at their audience entertained
them " with a sour and frowning look." His Ministers
did all they could to browbeat them into compliance
with their demands: " the mildest punishment they
denounced against us was that two of us would be cast
into a nasty dungeon and the third would have his nose
and ears cut off and so sent back to his master/' All the
time they were kept under close surveillance, allowed
neither to leave their lodging nor to receive visitors, and